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By  GEO.   F.   RICHARDS,  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Address  delivered  at  the  Friday  morning  session  of  the  With  annual  general 
conference,  April  4,  1947.  in  the  Tabernacle. 

I N  listening  to  the  reports  this  morning, 
'  notwithstanding  there  are  a  great  many 
of  us  here,  this  building  being  filled  to 
overflowing,  having  a  variety  of  thoughts 
and  reflections,  I  believe  that  we  will  be 
united  upon  this  point,  that  this  work  in 
which  we  are  engaged  is  a  marvellous  work 
and   a   wonder.  As   Elder    (Clifford   E.) 

Young  has  suggested,  we  should  appreciate 
our  membership  in  this  Church  with  all 
that  it  means  to  us,  and  I  believe  the 
Latter-day  Saints  do.  In  fact,  we  have 
an  abundance  of  evidence  of  that  fact.  But 
for  the  faithfulness  of  the  Latter-day  Saints 
in  the  payment  of  their  tithes  and  offerings 
and  answering  the  call  of  authority  that 
comes  to  them,  what  has  been  reported  of 
accomplishment,  during  the  past  year  would 
have  been  impossible. 

As  General  Authorities  of  the  Church,  if 
I  may  speak  for  them,  we  regard  it  as  an 
honour  shown  to  us  by  your  presence  here 
in  such  great  numbers.  We  appreciate 
your  faithfulness  as  Saints  in  the  living  of 
your  religion  and  as  officers  constituting  the 
leadership  of  the  Church  and  the  ministry 
of  the  Lord.  We  pray  for  you,  and  you 
pray  for  the  General  Authorities  of  the 
Church,  and  there  is  harmony  existing.  I 
know  of  nothing  to  the  contrary,  and  the 
Lord  is  blessing  this  people  abundantly, 
and  we  have  opportunity  of  showing  our 
appreciation  of  his  blessings.  There  is  no 
person  that  can  fear  being  shelved  in  this 
work  if  he  is  worthy  to  be  used.  There  is 
ample  opportunity  for  every  member  to 
work   to  his  full  capacity  to  the   one   end, 


President  Geo.  F.  Richards. 

the  accomplishment  of  God's  purposes, 
looking  to  the  saving  of  souls  of  the  children 
of  men,  the  living  and  the  dead. 

I  would  offer  a  few  words  of  caution  to 
the  Latter-day  Saints.  We  are  apt  un- 
wittingly to  find  ourselves,  if  we  are  not 
careful,  deviating  from  that  straight  and 
narrow  way  that  leads  to  life  everlasting. 
Perhaps  a  tew  words  of  caution  will  not  be 
out  of  place.  1  would  like,  if  I  could, 
to  give  to  you,  my  brethren  and  sisters  and 
^Continued  on  page  114.) 


114 


UUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


September,   1947 


"  Thou  Shalt  Not  Bear  False  Witness." — From 

page  118. 
friends,  some  of  the  real  bread  of  life  and 
have   you   take  it  with   a   relish  and   proper 
assimilation,  or  in  the  words  of  the  Apostle 
James : 

he   ye  doers  of  the   word,   and  not 

hearers    only,    deceiving    your    own    selves. 
(James  1  :22.) 

1  would  call  your  attention  to  two  im- 
portant characters  about  whom  I  have 
something  to  say,  the  acquaintance  of  one 
to  be  cultivated,  the  other  to  be  ignored. 
The  one  is  the  friend  and  Saviour  of  men; 
the  other  is  the  enemy  of  God  and  of  man- 
kind. 

Why  did  the  Lord  give  the  command- 
ment ? 

Thou  shalt  not  hear  false  witness  against 
I h y  n eigh boa r.     ( Exod as  20  :  16.) 

He  gave  it  because  of  the  subtle  methods 
of  the  adversary  in  his  effort  to  divide  and 
tear  asunder  the  love  and  the  unity  of  the 
Lord's  people  !  To  bear  false  witness  may 
not  appear  to  be  a  very  serious  offence,  but 
its  results  are  far-reaching  and  cruel, 
hence,  the  use  made  of  it  by  the  instigator 
of  evil.  The  Lord  warns  us  against  this 
<*vil  practice.  Bearing  false  witness,  tale- 
Jearing,  slander,  gossip,  scandal,  fault- 
finding, backbiting  and  evil  speaking  are  in 
the  same  category  of  evil  practice  and  are 
some  of  the  means  employed  by  Satan  to 
disunite  us  as  a  people  and  destroy  brotherly 
love,  kindness,  and  helpfulness  toward  one 
another. 

.  .  .  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyself.      (Matthew  22:39.) 

We  do  not  knowingly  injure  whom  we 
love.  No  one  loves  a  character  assassin. 
By  the  Spirit  of  God  one  is  led  to  love  his 
fellow  men  and  to  speak  well  of  them,  mag- 
nifying their  virtues.  Such  a  one  has  the 
spirit  and  the  kingdom  of  peace,  the  king- 
dom of  God,  within.  By  the  spirit  of 
Satan  one  bears  false  witness  and  broad- 
casts the  weaknesses  of  his  neighbour.  He 
becomes  a  talebearer,  a  character  assassin. 
He  robs  his  neighbour  of  that  which  greatly 
impoverishes  his  neighbour  without  en- 
riching himself.  He  makes  others  miser- 
able and  unhappy  and  has  within  himself 
the  kingdom  of  Satan. 

.  .  .  chefose  you  this  dag  win  in  ye  will 
serve   .    .   .   (Joshua  24:15.) 

Satan  is  an  enemy  of  God  and  of  man 
and    is    eonstantlv    working    to    defeat    the 


purposes  of  the  Lord  in  his  efforts  to  save 
the  children   of   men.  We  should  be  on' 

the  alert  lest  we  be  found  rendering  aid  to 
Satan  and  hindering  the  work'  of  the  Lord. 
When  we  say  anything  bad  about  the 
leaders  of  the  Church,  whether  true  or 
false,  we  tend  to  impair  their  influence  and 
their  usefulness  and  are  thus  working 
against  the  Lord  and  his  cause.  When 

we  speak  well  of  our  leaders,  we  tend  to 
increase  their  influence  and  usefulness  in 
the  service  of  the  Lord.  In   his  absence 

our  brother's  character  when  assailed, 
should  be  defended,  thus  doing  to  others  as 
we  would  be  done  by.  The  Lord  needs 
the  help  of  all  of  us.  Are  we  helping  <»r 
are  we  hindering  ?       Quoting  : 

Cursed  are  all  those  that  shall  lift  up 
the  heel  against  mine  anointed,  said  the 
Lord,  and  cry  they  have  sinned  when  they 
have  not  sinned  before  me,  saith  the  Lord, 
but  have  done  that  which  was  meet  in  mine 
eyes,  and  which   I  commanded  them. 

But  those  who  cry  transgression  do  it 
because  they  are  the  servants  of  sin,  and 
are  the  children  of  disobedience  them- 
selves.      (/).  and  C.  121:16,  17.) 

.  .  .  All  other  sins  are  not  to  be  com- 
pared to  sinning  against  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  proving  a   traitor  to   thy   brethren. 

[  will  give  unto  you  of  the  keys  of  the 
mysteries  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  an  eter- 
nal principle,  that  lias  existed  with  God 
from  all  eternity.  That  man  who  rises  to 
condemn  others,  finding  fault  with  the 
Church,  saying  they  are  out  of  the  way, 
while  he  himself  is  righteous,  then  know 
assuredly  that  that  man  is  on  the  highroad, 
to  apostasy;  and  if  he  does  not  repent,  will 
apostatize,  as  God  lives.  (Joseph  Smith, 
Compendium,  pp.  270-271.) 

It  is  possible  for  us,  by  bearing  false 
witness,  to  destroy  the  faith  of  others.  It 
may  be  a  child,  a  parent,  a  wife,  or  some 
other  dear  friend.  We  may  later  repent, 
but  we  cannot  repent  for  them.  We  should 
be  doubly  careful  not  to  do  any  injury  we 
cannot  repair.  When  we  bear  false  wit- 
ness, we  injure  at  least  four:  ourselves, 
him  about  whom  we  speak,  him  to  whom 
we  speak,  and  the  Lord. 

.  .  .  inasmuch  as  ye  do  it  unto  the  least 
of  these,  ye  do  it  unto  me.  (D.  and  C. 
42:38.) 

Are  we  sure  that  upon  the  screen  of  life 
there  is  no  picture  of  which  we  would   be 
(Continued  on  page  117.) 
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I   HAD   TO  COME   TO   ZION 


By  VIVIAN  MEIK 


Editor's  Note — One  week  ago  Vivian 
Meik,  noted  British  journalist  and 
convert  to  the  Church  who  was  bap- 
tised in  April,  arrived  in  Salt  Lake 
with  his  wife  to  make  their  home. 
He  wrote  the  following  article  three 
days  after  his  arrival  here. 


AS  I  write  this  on  the  porch  of  a  small 
home  overlooking  the  valley  of  the 
Great  Salt  Lake  I  wonder  if  I  am  dream- 
ing. 

Below  me  the  city  nestles  in  the  sun- 
shine of  a  perfect  summer  dawn.  The 
scene  is  beautiful  beyond  words.  I  ask 
myself  if  it  can  possibly  be  true  that  only 
ten  days  ago  I  wrote  "  Finis  "  to  eight 
war  scarred  years  in  a  metropolis  five 
thousand  miles  away.  "  Finis  "  to  those 
years — and  many  more  before  them — years 
perhaps  of  achievement,  but  also  of  doubts 
and  fears,  of  suffering  and  tears. 

Here  all  is  peace,  a  peace  that  comes 
dripping  slow  in  the  bird-loud  glades  among 
the  canyons,  the  peace  that  only  God  can 
give. 

That  peace  lies  gently  on  my  shoulders 
caressing  me,  soothing  me.  I  have  come 
HOME'. 

This  is  not  a  testimony  in  the  conven- 
tional sense.  My  feelings  go  much  deeper 
than  mere  emotion  as  my  thoughts  go  back 
to  a  twenty-five  year  old  question  which 
was  the  cause  of  it  all. 

Some  of  you  may  remember  it,  when  I 
recorded  it  here  in  the  first  article  I  wrote 
in  these  pages.  "  What  have  these  people 
got  that  we  haven't  ?"  It  was  asked  about 
Mormonism  in  somewhat  remarkable  cir- 
cumstances in  Central  Africa. 

At  the  time  I  was  not  particularly 
interested  in  the  answer,  but  shortly  after- 
wards a  Book  of  Mormon  came  into  my 
hands.  I  flicked  it  through  casually. 
Then  here  and  there  a  verse  caught  my 
fancy.  I  began  to  read.  I  re-read  again 
and  again. 

Suddenly  it  daivned  on  me  that  ivhat  I 
was  reading  ivas  Truth — Truth  in  its  most 
compelling  form.  It  ivas  elemental  Truth, 
invincible     Truth,     unchallengeable     Truth, 


Truth   which  demanded  an  allegiance. 

As  was  the  case  with  many  others,  I 
tried  to  dodge  this  Truth.  In  my  way  of 
life  its  demands  were  uncomfortable,  to  say 
the  least.  It  threw  overboard  traditions 
and  beliefs  which  had  become  part  of  my 
existence. 

Realizing  eventually  that  I  could  not 
escape  this  Truth,  I  tried  to  minimize  its 
value.  With  that  not  entirely  unknown 
British  weakness  for  compromise  I  thought 
that  if  I  accepted  it  in  principle  but  kept 
it  in  the  background,  I  could  get  by  with- 
out any  noticeable  inconvenience. 

But  things  refused  to  work  out  this  way. 
This  half-way  house  of  compromise  proved 
neither  a  haven  for  my  spiritual  needs  nor 
a  shelter  against  the  slings  of  the  many 
enemies  I  discovered  this  Truth  had.  I 
found  myself  taking  hard  knocks  from  both 
sides  in  a  kind  of  spiritual  no-man's-land. 

For  many  weeks  I  was  torn  between  the 
two.  Material  security  or  spiritual  happi- 
ness? I  had  friends  in  both  camps.  Their 
attitude  towards  me,  however,  was  in 
marked  contrast.  While  my  old  friends 
told  me  bluntly  not  to  be  an  adjectival  fool 
when  I  announced  my  desire  to  join  the 
Church,  my  new  friends  who  happened  to 
be  members  of  that  Church  made  no  single 
move  to  tempt  me  in. 

On  the  contrary  they  warned  me  more 
than  once  that  they  didn't  want  me  that 
way.  There  was  a  welcome  for  me  per- 
sonalty in  their  hearts  whether  I  came  in 
or  not,  but  if  I  did  join  them  it  had  to  be 
free  of  will,  sure  of  faith  and  confident  of 
spirit . 

Whether  this  was  a  test  of  my  sincerity 
or  not  I  do  not  know.  Nor  do  I  care. 
•  What  I  do  know  is  that  this  attitude 
showed  me  the  Truth  as  revealed  to  our 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  from  a  new  angle. 
It  showed  me  that  it  was  afraid  of  nothing, 
that  it  needed  neither  artifice  nor  cajolery 
bolster  its  strength. 

More — that  its  strength  was  great  enough 
and  abundant  enough  to  overflow  into  my 
well  of  doubts  and  fears  and  to  sustain  me 
in  my,  by  now,  desperate  need  for  spiritual 
ease. 

('Continued  on  page  116.) 
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I  joined  the  Church.  .  .  . 
That  was  only  just  over  two  months  ago 
— but  that,   also,   is  only  half  the  story. 

When  I  look  back,  I  see  how  important 
the  other  half  is,  not  only  to  me,  but  to 
many  who  may  read  this. 
•  /  say  this  in  no  spirit  of  personal  vanity 
or  personal  complacency,  but  because  I 
know  that  what  happened  to  me  is  a  sym- 
bol, a  pointer,  an  unmistakable  sign  that 
the  sayne  sustenance  in  any  hour  of  dire 
need  is  at  the  command  of  any  who  needs 
it  if  he  ivill  but  ask  for  aid  in  the  spirit 
that  is  laid  down  in  the  Book. 

Yes,  it  is  as  straightforward  as  that. 
As  you  will  have  guessed  it  was  not  easy 
to  make  the  decision,.       I  had  everything 
to  lose,  nothing  to  gain. 

Actually  none  of  the  threats  materialized 
though  I  was  prepared  for  the  worst. 

"When  my  particular  work  was  barred  me 
for  internationally  religious  reasons  (on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic)  a  new  avenue 
of  labour  was  immediately  opened  up  to 
me. 

Where  before  my  days  were  spent  ex- 
haustively in  the  tortuous  ways  of  inter- 
national chicanery  trying  in  vain  to  separate 
the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  to-day  I  have 
been  given  the  opportunity  of  finding  the 
wheat  ready  for  distribution  in  my  hand. 
Where  before  I  could  at  most  expect  to 
defer  disillusion  in  those  hopes  that  go  to 
make  up  the  everyday  lives  of  millions,  to- 
day I  have  the  chance  of  helping  construc- 
tively those  who  have  been — and  are 
searching  for  the  real  secret  of  happiness 
and  peace. 

It  is  not  because  I  personally  have  found 
these  things — the  aim  of  all  of  us.  I  per- 
sonally do  not  matter,  but  behind  the  ego 
that  is  me  is  the  experience  of  the  hard 
way  that  is  so  common  to  all  of  us — and 
what  it  needs  to  win  through. 

I  am  important  only  because  He  who 
loves  us,  He  whose  first  wish  is  that  we 
shall  have  true  joy,  gave  me,  in  His  mercy, 
the  opportunity  of  telling  you  how  easily 
His  will  can  be  carried  out  if  only  we  have 
the  faith  to  disregard  traps  that  the  enemies 
of  Truth  as  we  know  it  put  in  our  path. 

Last  week  I  had  the  great  privilege  of 
speaking  for  the  first  time  to  a  group  of 
our  members  in  a  church  in  Zion. 

Did  I  find  what  mv  former  friends  had 


warned  me  against?  I  found  more  friendli- 
ness, I  found  more  sincerity,  a  truer  wel- 
come— I  like  to  think  more  lasting  friend- 
ships— in  fifty  minutes  than  I  had  known 
in  fifty  years  of  world  experience  outside 
the  Church. 

Three  months  ago  I  lived  and  had  my 
being  in  a  dark  cold  land,  hedged  in  by 
material  stringency  and  spiritual  bank- 
ruptcy. There  was  neither  question  nor 
prospect  of  a  change  for  anything  but  the 
worse. 

When  (according  to  my  friends)  this  fool 
in  his  folly  became  a  Mormon — I  wish  you 
could  have  heard  the  tones  of  pitying  dis- 
gust the  remark  was  made ! — that  question 
was  immediately  resolved,  that  prospect 
became  radiant. 

Three  months  ago  I  knew  no  kith  nor 
kin  in  the  old  world.  When  I  was  invited 
into  the  new  world,  relatives  and  friends 
who  were  only  names  to  me — some  not 
even  that — immediately  provided  the  legal 
sponsorship  to  allow  me  to  make  my  home 
here. 

That  was  three  months  ago.  To-day — 
well,  you  know  there  is  no  material  strin- 
gency. And  I  can  give  you  unimpeachable 
testimony  of  spiritual  well-being  .  .  . 

That  is  but  part  of  "  the  other  half  of 
the  story  ..." 

What  does  it  all  add  up  to? 
As  I  see  it  from  my  porch  over  your 
lovely  valley  and  which  you  have  now  let 
me  call  my  valley  too,  there  stretches  be- 
fore me  peace  and  happiness  and  security 
of  tenure. 

You,  through  your  representatives  abroad 
sent  me  a  message.  That  message  gave 
me  new  life,  new  hope  in  a  world  of  evil 
and  despair.  I  was  literally  born  again. 
I  in  turn  want  to  mark  my  appreciation 
of  this  gift.  I  do  not  say  it  is  your  per- 
sonal gift,  your  personal  message  any  more 
than  my  personal  appreciation  matters  at 
all. 

But  the  symbolism  behind  that  gift  and 
that  appreciation,  put  together  in  terms  of 
experience,  of  understanding,  of  faith  and 
courage  and  steadfastness  in  Him  who  en- 
abled their  fusion  can  be,  must  be,  of  some 
help  in  the  cause  you  and  I  serve. 

I  am  grateful  indeed  that  I  have  been 
given  the  opportunity  of  working  with  you. 
From  the  Church  Section  of  Deseret  News. 
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WE  as  mortals  are  constantly  being 
tempted  and  tried  in  various  ways 
in  this  world,  or  our  second  estate.  By 
trials  and  hardships  we  improve  or  degrade 
and  if  we  successfully  overcome  our  obsta- 
cles in  life  we  place  ourselves  one  step 
nearer  perfection. 


Elder  Merlin  Workman. 

In  the  short  life  of  Christ  He  was 
tempted  by  Satan  many  times  as  to  the 
actuality  of  His  being  the  Son  of  God.  You 
remember  after  His  sojourn  of  forty  days  in 
the  wilderness  alone,  the  Devil  tempted 
Him  saying,  "  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God, 
command  this  stone  that  it  be  made 
bread."     (Luke  4:3.) 

Man  has  been  known  to  do  dire  things 
because  of  hunger  and  yet  Christ's  answer 
after  those  forty  days  of  fasting  was  "  It 
is  written,  That  man  shall  not  live  by 
bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  of  God." 
Many  of  us  to-day  live  on  bread  alone ;  why 
must  we  continue  to  feed  only  our  earthly 
bodies  and  starve  Our  spiritual  selves.  We 
talk  of  famine  in  the  world  to-day  and  yet 
the  greatest  famine  is  being  inacted  on 
the  spiritual  side  of  our  own  soul.  The  way 
is  now  opened  whereby  we  may  avert  this 
famine  and  rejoice  and  be  happy  through- 
out our  entire  being.  The  gospel  as  we 
Latter-day  Saints  know  it  has  been  restored 
that  we  as  men  and  women  might  have 
joy,  and  progress  towards  the  highest  goal. 
The  gospel  is  our  helping  hand  and  guide 
to  resist  temptations  and  endure  hardships 
to  the   end   that   our  progression    and   ad- 


vancement in  life  may  be  to  the  highest 
degree  that  we  as  mortals  wish  to  attain. 
Thus  man  by  practising  his  free  agency  can 
choose  his  path  according  to  his  wish  and 
with  the  great  help  of  the  Gospel  as  his 
guide  and  teacher. 

If  Christ  in  his  temptation  had  obeyed 
Satan,  He  not  only  would  have  forsaken 
his  Father,  but  would  have  admitted  that 
he  doubted  he  was  the  Son  of  God.  In 
the  second  temptation  by  Satan,  Christ  was 
offered  the  world  He  Himself  created,  if  He 
would  obey  a  spiritual  being  cast  out  from 
Heaven  in  the  beginning.  The  manner  in 
which  Christ  answered  is  good  advice  to  us, 
by  keeping  Satan  behind  us  we  can  triumph 
over  him  and  live  according  to  the  teach- 
ings of  our  Lord. 

Paul  in  his  Epistle  to  Titus  gives  the 
people  of  his  time  the  hope  and  the  key  to 
salvation  as  follows :  ' '  For  the  grace  of 
God  hath  appeared  unto  all  men,  Teaching 
us  that,  denying  ungodliness  and  world 
lusts,  we  should  live  soberly,  righteously, 
and  godly,  in  this  present  world;  Looking 
for  that  blessed  hope,  and  the  glorious 
appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ;  Who  gave  himself  for  us, 
that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity, 
and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people, 
zealous  of  good  works."  Is  this  not  a 
prophecy  fulfilled  by  the  restoration  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  century  past  and  have  we 
not  many  times  been  called  a  peculiar 
people  zealous  of  good  works? 

Now  that  we  have  the  instruments  given 
to  us  it  is  up  to  us  as  individuals  to  build 
and  fashion  our  salvation  in  the  hereafter 
according  to  how  skillfully  we  learn  to  build 
over  the  hardships  we  encounter  with  the 
instruments  provided  and  remain  faithful 
to  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and 
Saviour. 

Elder  Merlin  H.  Workman. 

"  Thou  Shalt  Not  Boar  False  Witness." — From 

page  114. 
ashamed  to  have  exhibited?  Or  do  we 

doubt  the  ability  of  God  to  record  and  re- 
produce at  will  what  man  can  do,  the  voice, 
the  actions,  and  even  the  thoughts  and  in- 
tents of  our  hearts? 

George  Eliot  writes : 

(Continued  on  page  118.) 
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THE  PROPHET'S  VOICE 

By    PRESIDENT  ALMA  SONNE,  President  of  the  European  Mission 


JOSEPH  SMITH,  the  Prophet,  and  his 
brother  Hyrum  Smith,  the  Patriarch, 
were  murdered  by  a  mob  on  June  27,  1844. 
It  was  a  day  of  triumph  for  their  enemies. 
Sin  had  done  its  uttermost.  The  blow  fell 
heavily  on  friends  and  followers.  But  how 
poor  and  empty  was  the  victory.  The  Pro- 
phet of  God  still  lives  in  powerful  memo- 
ries wielding  an  influence  that  extends 
far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  his  earthly 
sphere.  His  name  is  being  heralded  to  all 
the  world  as  a  restorer  of  divine  truth.  His 
prophecies  and  revelations  are  being  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  advancing  knowledge 
and  modern  learning.  Surely  his  name  is 
secure  on  the  pages  of  history.  He  stands 
out  boldly  and  clearly  in  a  religious  world 
torn  asunder  by  contending  factions.  He 
will  loom  bigger  and  bigger  on  the  human 
horizon  as  the  years  come  and  go. 

The  correctness  of  his  views  and  the 
soundness  of  his  doctrines  are  being  recog- 
nized and  will  be  vindicated  fully  and  com- 
pletely. His  testimony  cannot  be  nulli- 
fied by  the  declarations  of  traitors  and  blas- 
phemers nor  can  he  be  disposed  of  by  the 
slander  and  villification  of  fanatics  and 
scoffers. 

"  The  ends  of  the  earth  shall  inquire 
after  thy  name,  and  fools  shall  have  thee 
in  derision,  and  hell  shall  rage  against  thee ; 

While  the  pure  in  heart,  and  the  wise, 
and  the  noble,  and  the  virtuous,  shall  seek 
counsel,  and  authority,  and  blessings  con- 
stantly from  under  thy  hand. 

And  thy  people  shall  never  be  turned 
against  thee  by  the  testimony  of  traitors." 
(D.  and  C.  122:1-3.) 
These  prophetic  utterances  were  made  at 
a  time  when  he  was  being  maligned,  be- 
trayed and  imprisoned.  One  hundred  years 
of  investigation  and  relentless  criticism  con- 
firm their  truthfulness.  As  a  prophet  of 
God  he  spoke  with  a  clear,  strong  voice,  he 
saw  the  future  as  it  would  unfold  before 
men  and  he  issued  warnings  to  guide  and 
safeguard  them  in  their  strivings  toward  a 
better  life. 


While  he  lived  he  astonished  his  fellow- 
men  by  teachings  which  were  profoundly 
creative  and  soul  satisfying.  The  keenest 
minds  were  perplexed  and  puzzled  before 
his  demonstrations  of  power  and  leadership. 
His  message  to  the  world  has  attracted  and 
captivated  God-fearing  men  and  women  of 
faith,  integrity,  and  intelligence  whose  lives 
have  reflected  good  works  and  worthy 
achievements.  As  a  youth  he  assailed, 
single-handed,  the  powerful  and  conflicting 
ecclesiasticism  of  his  day.  Its  representa- 
tives replied  with  persecution  and  ridicule. 
It  was  their  only  answer.  Finally,  this 
prophet  of  the  nineteenth  century  gave  his 
life  as  a  testimony  of  his  sincerity — sealed 
and  certified — and  therefore  binding  on  the 
whole  world.  Thus  his  name  goes  down  in 
history  coupled  with  the  prophets  of  an 
earlier  day  whose  names  and  deeds  glorify 
the  pages  of  Holy  Writ. 
May,  1947.  ALMA  SONNE. 

"  Thou  Shalt  Not  Bear  False  Witness." — From 
page  117. 

It  is  the  glory  of  Christianity  that  it  re- 
quires its  folloivers  to  do  good  to  men :  to 
rejoice  in  their  prosperity,  not  in  their  fail- 
ures :  to  offer  sympathy  and  not  to  make 
their  position  a  terrible  one  in  the  sight  of 
others. 

We  should  so  live  and  labour  that  our 
friends  will  not  credit  anything  bad  that 
may  be  said  of  us,  so  that  it  would  require 
a  preponderance  of  evidence  to  convict  us, 
in  their  minds. 

And  he  gave  some,  apostles;  and  some, 
prophets,  and  some,  evangelists;  and  some, 
pastors  and  teachers; 

For  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of 
the  body  of  Christ : 

Till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith, 
and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God. 
.  .  .  (Eph.  4:11-13.) 

Said  the  Lord : 

...  7  say  unto  you,  be  one;  and  if  ye  are 
(Continued  on  page  119.) 
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"  Thou  Shalt  Not  Bear  False  Witness." — From 

page  113. 
not    one    ye    are    not    mine.      (D.    and    C. 
38:27.) 

We  would  be  lonely  if  we  had  to  live 
alone  on  the  earth.  If  we  appreciate  one 
another,  we  should  show  it  by  living  to- 
gether in  love  and  sympathy  and  by  making 
the  association  pleasant.  This  is  done  by 
sacrifice  and  service  for  one  another.  We 
should  avoid  those  things  which  disrupt  and 
tear  asunder  these  finer  feelings.  As  a 
people,  the  Latter-day  Saints  are  well 
taught  and  know  the  course  they  should 
pursue  in  order  to  obtain  happiness  and 
the  blessings  of  salvation  and  eternal  life. 
What  we  most  need,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
being  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  doing 
as  well  as  we  know. 

The  inspired  words  of  the  poet,  in  poetic 
form,  are  calculated  to  make  the  truth 
attractive  and  impressive,  so  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  bearing  false  witness  and  kindred 
evils,  let  me  here  use  some  of  their 
expressions : 

Don't  look  for  the  flaws  as  you  go  through 
life; 

And  even  when  you  find  them, 
It  is  ivise  and  kind  to  be  somewhat  blind, 

And  look  for  the  virtues  behind  them. 


Just  stand  aside  and  watch  yourself  go  by, 
Think   of  yourself  as    "  he  "    instead   of 
"  I," 
Pick  flaws,   find  fault,   forget   the   man   is 
you, 
And  strive   to   m.ake   your  estimate   ring 
true. 

— "  Watch  Yourself  Go  By,'' 
by  Strickland  Gillilan. 


There  is  so  much  good  in  the  worst  of  vs. 
And  so  much  bad  in  the  best  of  us, 
That  it  hardly  becomes  any  of  us 
To  talk  about  the  rest  of  us. 

— Author  uncertain. 
A  small  boy  returned  from  Sunday  School 
one  morning  and  found  his  father  reading 
the  newspaper.  He  called  to  his  father, 
"  Daddy,  Daddy,  which  is  worse,  to  steal 
or  to  bear  false  witness?  "  The  father 
raised  his  glasses  and.  looking  over  his 
newspaper,  answered,  "  Let's  see,  the 
Lord  said,  '  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  wit- 
ness.' He  also  said  '  Thou  shalt  not  steal.' 
What    do    you    think    about    it,    Sonny? 


Why,   it's  worse  to  bear  false  witness." 

How  do  you  make  that  out?  "       "  Well, 
if  I  were  to  steal  something  from  my  neigh- 
bour and  afterward  be  sorry  for  it,  I  could 
take  back  what  I  had  stolen  and  ask  for- 
giveness, and  thus  make  right  what  I  have 
done,   but  if  I  were  to  bear  false  witness 
against  my  neighbour  I  might  be  ever  so 
sorry  afterwards,  but  I  wouldn't  be  able  to 
undo  the  wrong  which  I  had  done."       An 
application  of  this  principle  is  found  in  the 
poem  entitled  "  Scandal." 
A  woman  to  the  Holy  Father  went, 
Confession  of  sin  was  her  intent; 
And  so  her  misdemeanors  great  and  small, 
She  faithfully  rehearsed  them  all. 
And  chief  in  her  category  of  sin, 
She  owned  that  she  a  talebearer  had  been — 
Had  carried  a  bit  of  scandal  up  and  down. 
To  all  the  long-tongued  gossips  of  the  town. 
The  Father,  for  other  sins  granted  the  ab- 
solution asked  him; 
But,  while  for  all  the  rest  he  pardon  gave, 
He  told  her  this  offence  was  very  grave 
And  that  to  do  fit  penance,  she  must  go, 
Out  by  the  wayside  where  the  thistles  grow, 
And  gather  the  largest,  ripest  one; 
Scatter  its  seeds;  and  that  when  this   icas 

done, 
She  must  come  back  another  day, 
To  tell  him.     His  command  she  did  obey. 
The  woman  thinking  this  a  penance  light, 
Hastened  to  do  his  will  that  very  night, 
Feeling  right  glad  she  had  escaped  so  well. 
Next  day,  but  one,  she  went  the  Priest  to 
...tell. 
The    Priest    sat    still    and    heard    her   story 

through. 
Then   said,    "  There   is   something   still  for 

you  to  do. 
These   little    thistle   seeds    ivhich    you   have 

sown , 
I  bid  you  go  re-gather,  every  one.,J 
The  woman  said,  "  But  Father,  'hvould  be 
...in  vain, 

To  try  to  gather  back  those  seeds  again; 
The    winds    have    scattered,   them    both    far 

and  wide, 
Over  meadow,  vale  and  mountainside." 
The  Father  said,  "  Now  I  hope  from  this, 
The  lesson  I  have  taught  you  will  not.  miss. 
You    cannot    gather    back    those    scattered 

seeds, 
Which,  far  and  wide,  will  grow  to  noxious 

weeds; 

(Continued  on  page  120.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrement  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

October,   1947 

Sacrement  Gem. 

0  Jesus,  the  giver  of  all  we  enjoy, 

Our    lives    to    thy    honour    we    wish    to 
employ ; 
With  praises  unceasing  we'll  sing  of  Thy 
name; 
Thy  goodness  increasing,   Thy  love  we'll 
proclaim. 

Gospel  Doctrine. 
And  Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went 
up  straightway  out  of  the  water  and,  lo,  the 
heavens  were  opened  unto  him,  and  he  saw 
the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a  dove, 
and  lighting  upon  him :  and  lo  a  voice  from 
heaven  saying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased.  Matt.  3:16-17. 
Gospel  Message. 
Behold,  this  is  a  choice  land,  and  what- 
soever nation  shall  possess  it  shall  be  free 
from  bondage,  and  from  captivity,  and  from 
all  other  nations  under  heaven  if  they  will 
but  serve  the  God  of  the  land,  who  is  Jesus 
Christ,  who  hath  been  manifested  by  the 
things  which  we  have  written. 

Ether  2:12. 
Seniors. 
For  he   will  give   unto   the   faithful  line 
upon  line,  precept  upon  precept;  and  I  will 
try   you    and   prove   you   herewith.        And 
whoso  layeth  down  his  life  in  my  cause,  for 
my  name's  sake,   shall  find  it  again,   even 
life  eternal.      D.  and  C.  98:12-13. 
Juniors. 
And  I   saw   another  angel  flying  in  the 
midst    of    heaven,    having    the    everlasting 
gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  upon 
the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred, 
and  tongue,  and  people.     Eev.  14:6. 

Intermediate   Classes. 
Jesus  answered,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
thee,  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and 
of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  King- 
dom of  God.      John  3:5. 
Primary. 
We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of 
God  as  far  as  it  is  translated  correctly :  we 
also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon  to  be  the 
word  of  God.       8th  Article  of  Faith. 
Kindergarten. 
I  like  to  think  of  God 

As  living  in  bower 
Where  every  kindly  deed  of  man 
Has  grown  into  a  flower. 


RELIEF   SOCIETY   CORNER 

IDA  G.  SHARP 

LEMON  PUDDING. 

1  cup  sugar. 

2  tablespoons  butter. 

3  rounded  tablespoons  flour. 

1  cup  milk. 

2  eggs. 

Rine  and  juice  of  1^  lemons. 
Cream  butter  and  sugar.       Add  beaten 
yolks,   add  milk  and  flour,  juice  and  rine. 
Beat   egg  whites  and  fold  in.  Pour  in 

buttered    baking    dish    and    bake    at    325 
degrees  in  water.       Serves  six. 

"  Thou  Shalt  Not  Bear  False  Witness."— From 

page  119. 
Nor  can  the  mischief  once  by  scandal  sown, 
By  any  penance  be  again  undone." 

Those  who  have  yielded  to  temptation 
and  committed  sin  of  a  grave  character 
may  have  done  so  because  of  the  weakness 
of  the  flesh  rather  than  through  sinful 
desire.  They  are  to  be  pitied  rather  than 
to  be  censored  and  condemned. 
Finally  : 
Think  gently  of  the  erring  one; 

0  let  us  not  forget, 
However  darkly  stained  by  sin, 

He  is  our  brother  yet. 
Heir  of  the  same  inheritance, 
Child  of  the  selfsame  God, 
He  hath  but  stumbled  in  the  path 

We  have  in  weakness  trod. 
Speak  gently  to  the  erring  ones; 

We  yet  may  lead  them  back, 
With  holy  words,  and  tones  of  love, 

From  misery's  thorny  track. 
Forget  not,  brother,  thou  hast  sinned, 

And  sinful  yet  mayst  be; 
Deal  gently  with  the  erring  heart, 
As  God  has  dealt  with  thee." 

— Henry  A.  Tuckett. 
Quoting  from  James  : 
//  any  man  among  you  seem  to  be  re- 
ligious,  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue,   .   .   . 
this  man's  religion  is  vain.     (James  1:26.) 
We  are  benefited  by  a  discourse  of  this 
character  only  as  we  make  use  of  it  in  our 
course  of  life,   being  governed  by  its  pre- 
cepts.      Is  there  anything  of  merit  in  this 
message,    brethren   and   sisters,    worthy   of 
serious  thought  and  reflection?       If  so,   I 
shall  be  happy,   and  I  pray  the  Lord  will 
sanctify  it  to  our  mutual  good  and  benefit, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 
Printed  by  permission  of  Improvement  Era. 
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ABOUT  THE  MISSION 


"T"HE  big  news  for  this  month  is  the 
'  arrival  of  twelve  additional  missionaries, 
who  have  already  added  much  to  the  spirit 
of  the  South  African  Mission.  It  all  began 
on  the  15th  of  August  when  the  Richard 
Upjohn  steamed  in  with  three  Elders 
aboard,  Elders  E.  Phillip  Morgan,  Robert 
B.  Herzog  and  Darrell  Roy  Thackeray. 
These  three  were  followed  by  our  long  lost 
eight,  aboard  the  Westward  Ho,  who  left 
New  Orleans  on  the  28th  of  May  but 
decided  to  spend  a  little  time  in  South 
America  en  route  because  of  engine  trouble, 
and  were  further  delayed  when  the  ship 
struck  a  reef  which  caused  a  few  holes  in 
the  bottom.  Finally,  and  at  last,  early 
Monday  morning,  the  18th,  they  arrived  in 
good  health  and  in  good  spirits  but 
with  lots  of  hair.  They  are  Elders  Le 

Roy  Stevens,  Asa  T.  White,  Jack  H. 
Braithwaite,  John  Richard  Clark,  Marquis 
S.  Cheney,  Leonard  K.  Roberts,  O.  Juan 
Whiting,  and  Marriner  K.  Norr.  The 
twelfth  missionary,  Elder  Garth  McCune 
Paxman  arrived  on  Friday,  the  22nd, 
aboard  the  S.S.  Orpheus.  We  are  indeed 
grateful  for  these  new  missionaries  and  we 
wish  them  every  success  in  their  endeavours 
here  in  South  Africa.  We  want  them  to 
know  that  they  are  welcomed  from  the 
bottom  of  our  hearts. 

With  the  arrival  of  these  new  mission- 
aries we  are  happy  to  announce  that  many 
of  the  places  throughout  the  Mission  that 
have  wanted  to  have  missionaries  for  such 
a  long  time  will  now  be  able  to  have  them. 
The  present  assignments  are  as  follows : 
Elders  Rozsa,  Bowles,  Morgan,  and  Braith- 
waite at  Ramah  in  Johannesburg;  Elders 
Kuttler  and  Chandler,  Pretoria ;  Elders 
Jewkes  and  Rowland,  Springs;  Elders 
Cheney  and  Paxman,  Krugersdorp ;  Elders 
Price  and  Norr,  Pietermaritzburg ;  Elders 
Berlin  and  Thackeray,  Durban;  Elders 
Crane  and  Roberts,  East  London ;  Elders 
Barrett  and  Perry,  Port  Elizabeth;  and 
Elders  Williams,  Clark,  Backman,  Stevens, 
Workman,  Whiting,  White,  Evans,  Herzog 
and  Poulter  in  Cape  Town  and  vicinity. 

The  Ramah  Branch  enjoyed  the  Centen- 
nial celebrations  by  sponsoring  a  fine  dinner 


and  games  night  on  the  24th  of  July.  It 
was  very  well  attended.  The  engagement 
was  announced  on  the  29th  of  July  of 
George  Ganter  and  Thelma  Ninow.  Fire- 
side chats  are  being  held  by  the  M.I.A. 
regularly  and  the  attendance  is  steadily 
growing.  The  Transvaal  District  Confer- 
ence was  held  on  August  3rd  with  large 
numbers  attending  all  meetings.  President 
Sharp  and  the  new  Elders  were  the  main 
speakers.  We  join  in  welcoming  the 
missionaries  to  the  Transvaal  and  hope  the 
Lord  will  bless  them.  A  fine  baby 
daughter  came  to  grace  the  home  of  Bro. 
and  Sister  D.  W.  Rutledge  on  July  31st. 
We  ask  the  Lord's  blessings  on  them. 
During  the  Centenary  Week  the  Relief 
Society  sponsored  a  pageant  entitled  "  This 
is  the  Place." 

From    Durban   we   hear   that   the   Relief 
Society  has  now  been  fully  organized  with 
Sister  Frances  Duncan  as  First  Counsellor 
and     Sister    Annie     Elizabeth     Hellon     as 
Second  Counsellor.       Sister  Gladys  Valerie 
Hancock  has  been  set  apart  as  Secretary. 
Michael  William  Smith  was  released  with 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  from  the  position 
as  First  Counsellor  of  the  Sunday   School 
Superintendency.       Natalie  Fagan  was  re- 
leased from  the  position  as  Second  Coun- 
sellor,   and    has    been    set    apart    as    First 
Counsellor  of  the  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendency.      Brother  Harry  Spear  returned 
from  his  vacation  in  Northern  Rhodesia  and 
has  now  returned   to  Johannesburg  where 
he  is  to  undergo  further  treatment  for  his 
arm.        The   hundredth   anniversary  of  the 
entry  of  the  Pioneers  into  Salt  Lake  Valley 
was   commemorated   with   a   social  on   the 
26th  and  special  services  were  held  on  Sun- 
day, the  27th  of  July.  Everyone  enjoyed  the 
very  fine  programmes.  The  Stork  visited  the 
home     of     Brother     and     Mrs.     Cornelius 
Andrew   Smith,   Jr.,   on  the  30th  of  June 
and  blessed  them  with  a  fine  son.       He  was 
blessed  by  his   grandfather  and  given  the 
name  of  Robert.     Wedding  bells  have  been 
ringing    in    Durban    with    the    marriage    of 
Sister     Francis     Sheila     Bosse     and     Mr. 
Willem    Jacobus    Coetzee    on    the    9th    of 
July.       We  wish  them  every  happiness  for 
the  future. 
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LAW    OF   THE   SABBATH 


IF  the  Latter-day  Saints  would  learn  what 
the  Lord  has  said  by  revelation  on 
various  courses  of  conduct,  there  would  be 
less  anxiety  as  to  what  they  may  or  may 
not  do  and  still  be  in  harmony  with  the  re- 
vealed word. 

Nowhere  is  this  better  illustrated  than  in 
the  passage  revealing  anew  in  our  day  the 
Law  of  the  Sabbath.  Before  we  debate 
the  issue  as  to  whether  we  can  worship  the 
Lord  on  the  mountain  as  well  as  in  his 
house,  or  whether  the  Sabbath  is  violated 
by  going  joy  riding  or  attending  picture 
shows,  perhaps  we  should  learn  what  the 
law  actually  is. 

Note  the  revelation:  "  And  that  thou 
mayest  more  fullv  keep  thyself  unspotted 
from  the  world,  THOU  SHALT  GO  TO 
THE  HOUSE  OF  PRAYER  and  OFFEE 
up  thy  SACRAMENTS  upon  my  holy  day  ; 
For  verily  this  is  a  day  appointed  unto  you 
to  REST  FROM  YOUR  LABOURS,  and 
to  PAY  THY  DEVOTIONS  UNTO  THE 
MOST  HIGH ;  Nevertheless  thy  vows  shall 
be  offered  up  in  righteousness  on  all  days 
and  at  all  times ;  But  remember  that  on 
this,  the  Lord's  day,  THOU  SHALT 
OFFER  THINE  OBLATIONS  AND  THY 
SACRAMENTS  UNTO  THE  MOST 
HIGH,  CONFESSING  THY  SINS.  UNTO 
THY  BRETHREN,  AND  BEFORE  THE 
LORD.  And  on  this  day  THOU  SHALT 
DO  NONE  OTHER  THING,  ONLY  LET 
THY  FOOD  BE  PREPARED  WITH 
SINGLENESS  OF  HEART  that  thy  fast- 
ing may  be  perfect,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
thy  joy  may  be  full." 

What  is  the  Law  of  the  Sabbath?  As 
shown  in  this  revelation,  it  includes : 

1 — Thou  shalt  go  to  the  house  of  prayer. 
2 — While  there  thou  shalt  offer  thy  sacra- 
ments unto  the  Most  High. 

3 — Thou  shalt  rest  from  thy  labours. 

4 — Thou  shalt  pay  thy  devotions  unto  the 
Most  High. 

5 — Thou  shalt  offer  thine  oblations  unto- 
the  Most  High. 

6 — Thou  shalt  confess  thy  sins  unto  th'y- 
brethren,   and  before  the  Lord. 


7 — Thou  shalt  let  thy  food  be  prepared 
with  singleness  of  heart. 

8 — And  on  this  day  thou  shalt  do  none 
other  thing. 

Now  does  this  law  contemplate  that  we 
shall  worship  the  Lord  while  hiking  on  the 
mountain  tops,  or  while  assembled  in  the 
house  of  prayer?  Is  it  limited  to  ceasing 
from  one's  temporal  labours,  or  does  it  also 
include  certain  other  affirmative  things  ? 
Does  joy  riding  or  attending  picture  shows 
violate  the  provision  that  "  on  this  day 
thou  shalt  do  none  other  thing?  "  Under 
normal  circumstances  is  it  possible  to  keep 
the  Law  of  the  Sabbath  and  yet  not  attend 
one's  sacrament  meeting?  When  a  mother 
stays  home  from  church  meetings  to  pre- 
pare a  banquet,  does  this  come  within  the 
provisions  that  we  shall  let  our  food  be  pre- 
pared with  singleness  of  heart? 

The  Sabbath  is  much  more  than  a  nega- 
tive law,  a  mere  command  not  to  do  some- 
thing. Its  provisions  require  positive 
action  on  the  part  of  the   Saints.  The 

Saviour  told  the  Jews  that  it  was  lawful  to 
do  good  on  the  Sabbath.  It  is  a  day  of 
spiritual  refreshment,  a  day  when  all  of 
us  should  devote  our  time  and  talents  to 
building  up  the  Kingdom  and  carrying  a 
message  of  peace  and  of  hope  to  all  men. 
It  is  a  day  when  we  can  appropriately  visit 
the  fatherless  and  the  widows  in  their 
affliction,  when  we  can  study  and  meditate 
upon  the  revelations  we  have  received,  and 
when  we  can  enjoy  the  association  and  com- 
panionship of  our  immediate  families. 

Perhaps  we  should  not  forget  one  of  the 
concluding  verses  of  the  Latter-day  revela- 
tion which  renewed  our  knowledge  of  the 
Law  of  the  Sabbath.  It  says,  most  appro- 
priately, !'  He  who  doeth  the  works  of 
righteousness  shall  receive  his  reward,  even 
peace  in  this  world,  and  eternal  life  in  the 
world  to  come." 

The  Sabbath  is  sanctified  above  all  other 
days  as  the  one  on  which  to  seek  for  peace 
in  this  life  and  eternal  life  in  the  world  to 

come.  .-„■■••         ~*  
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ETERNAL  PUNISHMENT 


r*\  O  Latter-day  Saints  believe  in  eternal 
■^  punishment  ?  Do  we  believe  in  the 
lake  of  fire,  of  hell-fire  and  brimstones ?  Do 
we  believe  that  persons  will  be  lost  forever 
if  they  happen  to  sin  in  this  life?  Or  is 
there  a  possibility  for  people  to  come  back 
if  they  have  once  gone  along  the  path  of 
sin? 

The  Lord,  through  the  Prophet  Ezekiel, 
helped  to  answer  this  question.  Said  He 
at  one  time,  "  If  the  wicked  will  turn  from 
all  his  sins  that  he  hath  committed,  and 
keep  all  My  Statutes  and  do  that  which  is 
lawful  and  right,  he  shall  surely  live,  he 
shall  not  die.  All  his  transgressions  that 
he  hath  committed,  they  shall  not  be  men- 
tioned unto  him :  in  his  righteousness  that 
he  hath  done,  shall  he  live.  Have  I  any 
pleasure  at  all  that  the  wicked  should  die, 
saith  the  Lord  God,  and  not  that  he 
should  return  from  his  ways  and  live  ? 
(Ezekiel,  18:21-23.) 

The  whole  theme  of  the  gospel  is  one  of 
repentance  and  the  Lord  calls  upon  all  men 
to  repent  and  promises  them  that  if  they 
will  repent  they  may  have  their  sins  re- 
mitted and  go  on  to  their  salvation. 

In  section  19  of  the  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants the  Lord  says  this:  "  Therefore,  I 
command  you  to  repent — repent,  lest  I 
smite  you  by  the  rod  of  My  mouth  and  by 
My  wrath  and  by  My  anger  and  your  suffer- 
ings be  sore — how  sore  you  know  not,  how 
exquisite  you  know  not,  yea,  how  hard  to 
bear  you  know  not.  For  behold  I,  God, 
have  suffered  these  things  for  all  that  they 
might  not  suffer  if  they  would  repent.  But 
if  they  would  not  repent  they  must  suffer, 
even  as  I,  which  suffering  caused  Mvself. 
even  God  the  greatest  of  all,  to  tremble  be- 
cause of  pain  and  to  bleed  at  every  pore, 
and  to  suffer,  both  body  and  spirit,  and 
would  that  I  might  not  drink  the  bitter 
cup. " 

It  is  clearly  shown  in  this  and  other 
scriptures,  that  if  we  will  repent  then  we 
need  not  suffer  for  our  sins  for  the  suffer- 
ing of  our  sins  will  have  been  accented  and 
assumed  by  the  Saviour  in  connection  with 
His  great  atonement         Rut  if  we  will  not 


repent  then  we  will  have  fco  pay  the  price 

of  our  sins.     What  suffering  is  that?    Docs 
it  mean  that  we  will   be  east  into  hell-fire 
forever?      What  is  endless  punishment? 
The    Doctrine    and    Covenants    in    section 

19  again  gives  us  an  explanation.  "  For 
behold  the  mystery  of  godliness,  how  great 
it  is  !  For  behold,  1  am  endless,  and  the 
punishment  which  is  given  from  my  hand 
is  endless  punishment,  for  Endless  is  my 
name.  Wherefore — Eternal  punishment  is 
God's  punishment.  Endless  punishment 
is  God's  punishment. " 

The  Lord  taught  anciently  also  that  after 
we  had  paid  the  uttermost  farthing  we 
would  come  out  hence,  so  there  is  an  end 
to  that   type  of  punishment.  However, 

there  is  something  else  that  we  should  keep 
in  mind.  In  the  world  to  come,  there  will 
be  a  classification  of  the  people  after  the 
resurrection.  Some  will  go  to  the  celestial 
glory,  some  to  the  terrestrial  glory,  some 
to  the  telestial  glory,  depending  upon  the. 
kind   of  lives   they    have    lived.  We   an; 

taught  that  we  will  be  blessed  according  to 
our  works.  We  will  reap  as  we  have  sown 
the  seeds.  So  there  is  one  type  of  punish- 
ment which  will  last  forever  and  that  is  if 
in  this  life  we  live  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
assigned  only  to  telestial  glory,  it  will  he 
a  type  of  punishment  because  we  will  nol 
have  reached  the  celestial  glory  when  it  has 
been  within  our  grasp. 

Here  in  this  life  we  have  the  opportunity 
of  living  in  such  a  way  that  we  can  obtain 
the  highest  blessings  there  are  in  the  celes- 
tial kingdom.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we 
refuse  to  so  live  we  may  be  confined  to 
another  glory,  either  the  terrestrial  or  the 
telestial,  or  if  our  sins  are  sufficiently 
great,  we  may  receive  no  glory  at  all. 
Therefore  it  behoves  us  to  repent  of  our 
sins  and  keep  the  commandments  of  God 
so  that  we  may  advance  in  our  progress  and 
become,  eventually,  like  Him.  The  goal 
of  us  all  is  expressed  in  the  commandment 
that  the  Saviour  gave  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  when  He  said,  "  Re  ye  therefore 
perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
Heaven,  is  perfect." 
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The   Spoken  Word  from  Temple  Square 

By  RICHARD  L.   EVANS 


PEOPLE,   PRINCIPLES  AND 
PERFECTION,. 

ALL  of  us  at  times  are  disappointed  in 
the  actions  of  others.  Perhaps  there1 
is  no  one  who  doesn't  disappoint  someone 
some  time  by  something  he  does  or  fails 
to  do.  But  it  should  not  be  thought  so 
strange  that  we  should  sometimes  have 
cause  to  be  disappointed  in  others,  because 
being  honest,  we  must  admit  that  there  are 
also  times  when  we  have  cause  to  be  dis- 
appointed in  ourselves.  All  of  us  do,  un- 
intentionally, and  perhaps  intentionally  at 
times,  things  of  which  we  are  not  especially 
proud.  We  say  things  that  we  later  re- 
gret; we  give  way  to  thoughtlessness, 
carelessness,    neglect.  We  often  fail  to 

live  as  well  as  we  know  how  to  live.  But 
it  is  not  so  much  in  our  disappointment  in 
people  that  danger  lies,  but  in  our  failure 
to  distinguish  between  people  and  princi- 
ples. If  we  were  to  use  the  misconduct 
of  others%  or  departure  from  principle  by 
others  as  a  reason  for  our  own  departure 
from  principle,  we  should  have  placed  our- 
selves in  a  false  position.  If  a  principle  is 
right  it  doesn't  matter  who  abuses  it  or 
who  abandons  it,  it  is  still  right.  Because 
our  ideals  may  be  now  unattainable,  it 
doesn't  follow  that  we  should  discard  them. 
Because  a  man  professing  honesty  proves 
to  be  dishonest,  it  doesn't  mean  that  we 
should  discard  the  principle  of  honesty.  If 
a  man  professing  to  be  religious  doesn't  live 
as  he  professes,  it  doesn't  mean  that  we 
should  abandon  religion,  but  rather  that  we 
should  seek  ways  of  making  it  more  effec- 
tive in  our  lives.  If  a  man  professing 
altruism  serves  self-interest,  it  doesn't 
destroy  the  desirability  of  altruism.  If  we 
are  looking  for  such  superficial  excuses  to 
abandon  principles,  we  shall  surely  need 
not  look  far.  If  we  are  looking  for  offence, 
we.  surely  shall  find  it,  for  this  is  not  a 
world  of  perfection.  But  if  we  can  cling 
to  the  principle  of  perfection  as  an  ideal  to 
be  sought  after,  we  are  on  the  right  road, 
no  matter  how  slowly  we  may  move. 
Therefore,  disturbing  as  may  be  our  dis- 
appointment in  people,  it  need  not  be  too 
serious  so  long  as  we  accept  and  pursue 
sound  principles.  But  if  we  abandon  or 
seek  to  discredit  principles  because  people 
are  not  perfect,  that  is  serious. 
Printed  by  permission  of  Improvement  Era. 


RECONCILIATION  WITH  DEATH.* 

THERE  are  few  of  us  but  who  have  been 
touched  somehow  by  death.  We  may 
not  have  been  touched  closely  by  it  nor  yet 
have  kept  vigil  with  it,  but  sooner  or  later 
along  our  lives,  most  of  us  are  sorely  bereft 
of  someone  near  and  deeply  cherished — and 
all  of  us  will  some  day  meet  it  face  to  face. 
Perhaps  most  of  us  feel  that  we  could  ac- 
cept death  for  ourselves  and  for  those  we 
love  if  it  did  not  so  often  seem  to  come 
with   such   untimeliness.  But   we   rebel 

when  it  so  little  considers  our  wishes  or 
our  readiness.  Yet  we  may  well  ask  our- 
selves :  When  would  we  be  willing  to  part 
with  or  to  part  from  those  we  love?  And 
who  is  there  among  us  whose  judgment  we 
wrould  trust  to  measure  out  our  lives  ?  Such 
decisions  would  be  terrible  for  mere  men 
to  make.  But  fortunately  we  are  spared 
making  them ;  fortunately  they  are  made 
by  Wisdom  higher  than  ours.  And  when 
death  makes  its  visitations  among  us,  in- 
consolable grief  and  rebellious  bitterness 
should  have  no  place.  There  must  be  no 
cmarrel  with  irrevocable  facts.  Even  when 
death  comes  by  events  which  seem  un- 
necessary and  avoidable,  we  must  learn  to 
accept  what  we  cannot  help.  Indeed,  the 
greatest  blessing  that  can  follow  the  death 
of  those  we  love  is  reconciliation.  Without 
it  there  is  no  peace.  But  with  it  come 
quiet  thoughts  and  quickened  memories. 
And  what  else  shall  a  man  do  except  be- 
come reconciled  ?  What  purpose  does  he 
serve  by  fighting  what  he  cannot  touch  or 
by  brooding  upon  what  he  cannot  change  ? 
We  have  to  trust  the  Lord  God  for  so  many 
things,  and  it  is  but  one  thing  more  to 
trust  him  in  the  issues  of  life  and  of  death, 
and  to  accept  the  fact  that  his  plans  and 
promises  and  purposes  transcend  the 
bounds  of  this  world  and  of  this  life.  With 
such  faith  the  years  are  kind,  and  peace 
and  reconciliation  do  come  to  those  who 
have  laid  to  rest  their  loved  ones — who, 
even  in  death,  are  not  far  removed  from 
us,  and  of  whom  our  Father  in  heaven  will 
be  mindful  until  we  meet  again,  even  as 
we  are  mindful  of  our  own  children.  Bitter 
grief  without  reconciliation  serves  no  good 
purpose.  Death  comes  to  all  of  us,  but 
so  does  life  everlasting  ! 

*  Revised. 
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